The Path of the Redeemer: 

the women in the genealogy of Christ

Women in the genealogy of Christ
A Study Guide

Overview
Lesson 1
Genealogies in general

Lesson 2
Tamar – “the deceiving daughter-in-law”


Scripture:
Genesis 38; Matthew 1:3


Her controversy:
She is a Canaanite woman who disguises herself as a prostitute 




along the side of the road for the sole purpose of enticing her 




father-in-law that she may become pregnant with the honorary 




heir of Judah’s first born.


Her vulnerability:
Childless after losing two husbands, her father-in-law deceitfully 




withholds his third son to her in marriage, removing any hope she 




had of fulfilling her obligation in maintaining the line of Judah.

Lesson 3
Rahab – “the Harlot”


Scripture:
Joshua 2 and 6; Matthew 1:5


Her controversy:
She was a harlot by trade and not of the Israelite nation. Some 




have criticized her by lying to the king’s guards on behalf of the 




Israelite spies.

Her vulnerability:
She lived in a heathen city, slated by God for destruction.

Lesson 4
Bathsheba (the one who was the wife of Uriah) – “the adultress”


Scripture:
2 Samuel 11 and 12; Matthew 1:6


Her controversy:
She is accused of being a willing participant in her affair with the 




king – a woman of loose moral character who was spied bathing 




on her roof.


Her vulnerability:
Becoming the object of a king’s lust with no person to protect her 




from his advances.

Lesson 5
Mary – “the girl Joseph didn’t put away”


Scripture: Matthew 1:18-2:23; 12:46-50; 13:54-58; Mark 3:31-35; 6:1-6; Luke 1 and 2; 


8:19-21; 11:27-28; John 2:1-12; 19:17-25; Acts 1:14


Her controversy:
A virgin who was with child, she was not put away by the one to 




whom she was betrothed.


Her vulnerability:
A virgin chosen by God to bring his son into the world, she faced 




the ridicule of her neighbors and the knowledge that God’s son 




was placed in her care. 

Lesson 6
Why are they here?

The heart of God is an amazing and awesome thing. Before the foundation of the world, He planned to send His son to save people (Ephesians 1:4) knowing that we would repeatedly turn away from Him, yet those who would choose Him were precious enough to sacrifice His beloved son. While the story of our Redeemer reaches its final stages with Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection, His story unfolds throughout the pages of Scripture in ways amazing to behold. As we study the women that God chooses to mention in the genealogy of His precious son, may we study to see:
· The heart of God who sees the worth of people past their failures.

· The power of God who uses weak people to accomplish amazing things.

· The grace of God who forgives the sins of those who turn their hearts to Him.

· The vision of God who can take all things and work them for good.

· The honesty of God who is not ashamed to name the sins from which He redeems the humble.

· The love of God who helps the weak, heals the sick, and reaches out to all of us through His mercy and grace.

May He work in our hearts to help us learn to be women pleasing to Him, that all we do may glorify His most Holy name and encourage those around us to serve Him more fully. 
Lesson 1
Genealogies in general

In general, genealogies were very important to the Israelite nation and played a significant part in social function. It was through genealogies that the priests were determined, and through genealogies that the kings were often named. David was promised a member of his family would always be on the throne, and the Messiah was promised through the line of Judah and later David. Everyone was identified with tribe, clan, and family. This was central to the ability of their nation and their religion to function-priests had to be Levites, and the High Priest had to descend from Aaron (Numbers 3). Personality types and occupations were sometimes typified by certain tribes – the Ephraimites produced men of battle such as Joshua, and the Korahites were musicians, to name a few. 
The genealogical records kept by the Hebrews, however, have some tendencies which seem unusual to those of us used to studying western history. We are very focused on chronology and connections between each individual generation. Eastern genealogies, however, are not. They were intended to provide an overview of a person’s lineage, not a literal tracing of generations, so genealogies often contain only the “high points” of a person’s family line. When we read the phrase “the son of,” this does not necessarily denote a literal father-son relationship (although it does at times), the phrase simply means “a descendant of,” similar to the way that we see the Jews in the New Testament refer to Abraham as their father (Holladay, “Genealogy of Christ” 1). Typically, genealogies were traced through the men, and women were rarely mentioned. 

Two genealogies are provided for Jesus, the first in Matthew 1: 1-17 and the second in Luke 3: 23-38. Reading these two genealogies side by side will invariably lead to some confusion since they seem to differ in some significant ways. They diverge after David with Matthew’s genealogy following from Solomon, son of David and Bathsheba, and Luke’s following Nathan, another son of David and Bathsheba. The two converge, however, with Zerubbabel, yet apparently list different grandfathers for Zerubbabel and different fathers for Joseph, the earthly guardian of Jesus. Knowing some key information about the way Hebrew genealogies were developed can be useful in sorting through the confusion. The genealogy found in Luke is believed to be traced through the family of Mary, his physical mother. When tracing a lineage through the maternal line, the names of the husbands of the women in question would be listed as the heads of the family. Therefore, Mary’s family descended from David’s son Nathan (Holladay, “Genealogy of Christ” 1). The genealogy provided in the book of Matthew would be the “legal” genealogy of Jesus. This was the line traced through the man thought to be His father and would justify His place in the line of David. (It is important to note that Jesus is part of David’s family no matter which parental line you trace!) While women were not often mentioned in a person’s genealogy, the listing in Matthew features five women:

Tamar, daughter-in-law of Judah, mother of Perez

Rahab, the harlot, mother of Boaz


Ruth, the Moaditess, mother of Obed


Bathsheba, “the wife of Uriah”, mother of Solomon


Mary, the virgin, mother of Jesus

Each of the women listed in the genealogy of Christ has her own unique challenge, yet they have been specifically preserved in the listing of the family of Jesus. If we were to choose people from our own families to list prominently, these are the very women we would “hide in the closet”: two prostituted themselves, one was an adulteress, three became pregnant out of wedlock, and two were from enemy nations. Not the most glorious of descriptions! But God is not the God of perfect people; He is the God who heals broken people. The story of His redemption of men is completed in Jesus, but He has been redeeming broken souls throughout the history of our family in Him. Some of the women we will study will lead us to some difficult and unbecoming stories which will shock us and make us uncomfortable. They will showcase the weaknesses of men who are upheld as great leaders, but it is in these lowest of moments that they become the men God needs them to be. God has always made provision for the weak, and His ultimate provision is for all sinners, given in the form of His son. We will do well to remember that “God uses broken things; broken soil and broken clouds to produce grain; broken grain to produce bread; broken bread to feed our bodies. He wants our stubbornness broken into humble obedience” (George 65). These women each learned humble obedience in different ways, and their stories encourage us to do the same. 
We find hope in the stories of these women because we see that God can take people in weak and vulnerable situations and accomplish great purposes. Many think that the submissive role of a women is one of weakness, but this is not true. As women, we sometimes think of ourselves as without influence because our work is often behind the scenes, yet we see these women wielding significant influences on their situations. All of them maintained their roles as women, yet God used them to accomplish amazing things in working His plans to the coming of Christ. Many of them had no idea the lasting consequences of the their actions, but God preserves them for all of us to learn how to be women of faith. Putting our sinful past behind us and being driven to conform to His ways and glorify Him in ways sometimes daring and sometimes mundane, we are encouraged to give all we have in service to Him. 
1.   Read the following passages and discuss how the people define themselves in these moments:


a. Judges 6:15


b. 1 Samuel 9:21


c. Philippians 3:4-7

2.   Based on Paul’s statements in the above passage in Philippians, what had the genealogies become among the people?

3.   Read the following verses and list some of the things that were scripturally required of Christ’s genealogy for Him to be the Messiah.



a. Genesis 3:15



b. Genesis 12:1-3



c. Genesis 21:12



d. Genesis 22:18



e. Genesis 26:2-5



f. Genesis 28:13-14



g. Genesis 49:8-10



h. 2 Samuel 7:8-17



i. 1 Kings 9:4-5



j. Isaiah 11:1,10

4.   Read Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38. For each of the verses from the list above, find the corresponding verses from Jesus’ genealogy which prove the promises to be true regarding Jesus’ physical heritage.



a. Genesis 3:15



b. Genesis 12:1-3



c. Genesis 21:12



d. Genesis 22:18



e. Genesis 26:2-5



f. Genesis 28:13-14



g. Genesis 49:8-10



h. 2 Samuel 7:8-17



i. 1 Kings 9:4-5



j. Isaiah 11:1,10

The Destruction of the temple in AD 70

With the destruction of the temple by the Roman army in 70 AD, all genealogical records were destroyed for the Jewish nation. Within a few generations they were no longer able to prove the tribal origin of their family. 

5.   So what are the implications for the priesthood?

6.   Since modern Jews do not acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, what are the implications of the loss of genealogical records for determining the legitimacy of the coming of the Messiah?

7.   What are the implications for the Judaism as a religion?

8.   If God allowed the temple and all of its records to be destroyed, what are the implications about His view about the continuation of Judaism as a religion?

Why should genealogies matter to us?

9.   Read Galatians 3:7-9. With whom are we connected as believers?

10.  Read Romans 8:29. Who is our brother?

11.  Read James 1:17. Who is our Father?

12.  Read Hebrews 2:17. Who is our high priest?

13.  When we read these stories about these people from so long ago, how are we to relate to them? Why has God preserved their stories for us? (Consider 1 Corinthians 10:1-11)

As we enter into this study of the women listed in the genealogy of Jesus, please keep 1 Samuel 16:7 in the forefront of your mind.

14.  By what does God judge the women we will study?

15.  By what does He judge us?

Praise be to God our Father who loves our hearts more than our externals. May we learn each day to better do as Jesus commands of us in Luke 10:27: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”
Before we begin, write down what you know so far about the women we will be studying. Don’t look them up; if you know nothing about them simply say that.

· Tamar

· Rahab

· Bathsheba

· Mary, mother of Jesus

We will not be studying Ruth in these lessons. Ruth will have her own study.
Lesson 2

Tamar
“The deceiving daughter-in-law”

Memory verse: Then Judah identified them and said, “she has been more righteous than I…” Genesis 38:26a


Scripture:
Genesis 38; Matthew 1:3


Her controversy:
She is a Canaanite woman who disguises herself as a prostitute 




along the side of the road for the sole purpose of enticing her 




father-in-law that she may become pregnant with the honorary 




heir of Judah’s first born.


Her vulnerability:
Childless after losing two husbands, her father-in-law deceitfully 




withholds his third son from her in marriage, removing any hope 




she had of fulfilling her obligation in maintaining the line of Judah.

The story of Tamar cannot be clearly told without first looking at the story of Judah – the fourth son of Jacob by Leah through whom would come the promised Messiah. Judah, however, was not initially a man of honor; it took a foreign woman’s humbling actions to bring about the changes necessary in him.

Prologue:   Judah before Tamar

Read Genesis 37 and reflect upon the following questions:
	Genesis 37: 1-11


1.   Describe Jacob’s attitude toward his children.
2.   Reflect upon the following verses in light of Jacob’s attitude:


a. Job 13:10


b. Proverbs 24:23


c. James 2:1

3.   Why is partiality so dangerous and spoken of so negatively throughout Scripture?

4.   Describe Joseph’s attitude toward his brothers.

5.   Describe the brothers’ attitude toward Joseph.

6.   How do these kinds of attitudes affect our physical families?

7.   Unfortunately, favoritism, partiality, jealousy, resentment, and pride can affect our family in                 Christ as well. What do the following verses say about how we should control our attitudes in dealing with our brothers and sisters in Christ?



a. Galatians 5:14, 22-26



b. Ephesians 4:31-32


c. 1 John 2:7-11

	Genesis 37: 12-36


8.   What does Judah suggest for dealing with Joseph?



a. What was Ruben’s motivation for sparing Joseph’s life?



b. What was Judah’s motivation for sparing Joseph’s life?

9.   How do the brothers deal with their father?

Part I:  Judah and Tamar

A Way That Seemed Right to a Man

Proverbs 16:25:   There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

Read Genesis 38 in its entirety before addressing the following questions.

	Genesis 38: 1-11


10.   Based on what you read in Genesis 37, what are some probable reasons for Judah’s deciding to depart from his brothers about this time?

11.   Where does Judah go to find a wife?

12.    What do the following passages reflect about God’s attitude or the attitudes of godly people regarding the Canaanites and inhabitants of the land of Canaan?



a. Genesis 9:18-27



b. Genesis 24:1-8



c. Genesis 26: 34-35 and Genesis 27:46



d. Genesis 28:1-5



e. Deuteronomy 7:1-4 and Joshua 23:11-13
13.   What does Judah seem to consider in choosing a wife?

14.   How many children were born to Judah – list them in order by their names.

15.   Who chooses  Tamar to marry Er?

16.   How is Er described in verse 7?

17.   While we don’t know exactly what evil he did, we do have some other descriptions of people who are wicked. In each of the following verses, who is described as wicked, and what are some of their characteristics? What is God’s attitude toward them?



a. Genesis 13:13



b. Numbers 16:26



c. Esther 7:6



d. Proverbs 6:12-19

18.   Who kills Er, and what does this tell us about him?

19.   Why does Judah give Tamar to Onan as a wife?

20.   Read Deuteronomy 25:5-10. Although the people here are not under the Mosaic law, what does this verse tell us about God’s view regarding the responsibility of a brother when his older sibling dies childless?

21.   What is Onan’s attitude toward his responsibility?

22.    How does Onan displease God, and what is God’s reaction to him?

23.   After Onan’s death, what does Judah tell Tamar?

24.   What does he really think has happened?

25.   What is Tamar’s response?

26.   Read Proverbs 14:12. How has this proven to be true up to this point?

	Genesis 38: 12-14


27.   Little has been told to us about Tamar at this point, but we know that none of the men in her life has dealt honorably with her. Describe her basic situation.

28.   What has Tamar realized?

29.   What are her options?

30.   What does she decide to do?

31.   What is your reaction to her decision?

	Genesis 38: 15-23


32.   What does it say about Judah’s character that he stops by this harlot on the side of the road? (Please note: This was not an unusual occurrence. Pagan temple prostitutes would often position themselves in such locations and would request the payment that Judah will propose.)

33.   What does he give to “the harlot” as an assurance he will provide the agreed upon goat? Does this seem wise on Judah’s part?

34.   Reflect on the fact that Judah sends someone else with his goat and on his response in verse 23 when she cannot be found. What does this imply about him and his character?

35.   After Judah leaves, what does Tamar do?

36.   Read Proverbs 16:2. Based in what we know (always remember that we can only judge by what we see, God knows the truth of the matter!), what can be said about:


a. Tamar’s motivation? (Consider what she could have done if she had simply wanted to   
shame or embarrass Judah.)



b. Judah’s motivation?

37.   Consider the following: “This woman of action now waits. She waits to see if Judah will accept her solution to their dilemma. She waits to see if she will be the one to build Judah’s household. She waits to see the God of Judah judge between Judah and herself” (Lynch 146). Put yourself in Tamar’s situation; how difficult would it be to wait upon the Lord? Do we ever find this difficult?

38.   What do the following verses say about the importance of waiting on God?



a. Psalms 37: 7



b. Isaiah 40: 28-31



c. Galatians 6: 6-10



d. 2 Peter 3: 8-9

39.   We have the advantage of knowing how God has “weighed the spirits” of the people involved. What is his judgment? (See verse 18)

	Genesis 38: 24-26


40.   How much time has Tamar spent waiting?

41.   What is Judah’s response when he hears that Tamar is expecting a child?

42.   What is Tamar’s response?

43.   What does it say about Tamar’s character that she relies in Judah to honestly claim the items instead of simply publicly naming him as the father of her child?

44.   What is Judah’s response?

45.   We may find it difficult to think of a woman who has tricked her father-in-law into sleeping with her and fathering her child as being righteous. How has she been more righteous than Judah?
46.   How is this man who has been ruled up to this point by selfish desires almost immediately changed?

47.   Read Proverbs 28: 13. What is the promise of God to those who are willing to honestly face their sins?

Part II:  God’s Redeeming Power

	Genesis 38: 27-30


48.   Read 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10. How can being humbled by our situations help us yield to the plan of God?

49.   Tamar took action to secure the line of Judah when he would not. How does God redeem her from her shame in conceiving out of wedlock?

50.   How is she reflected in the following Scriptures?



a. Ruth 4: 12



b. 1 Chronicles 2: 4



c. Matthew 1: 3

51.   Judah lost two wicked sons; how has God redeemed him?

52.   Read Genesis 44: 1-34 and discuss how Judah’s character has been redeemed through the providence of God.

53.   Read Genesis 49: 8-10. What is promised to Judah and his line which would have been extinct if not for the actions of Tamar?

Reflection Questions

54.   We often criticize Sarah for taking matters into her own hands in giving Hagar to Abraham to provide a child, yet Tamar takes matters into her own hands and is rewarded with the births of Perez and Zerah. How do you explain this?

55.   From the external events, Tamar’s story looks rather offensive, yet God does not look at the outside; He looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16: 7). What can you tell that God saw in Tamar’s heart?

56.   What does the story of Tamar teach us about valuing what God values above all else?

57.   What does the story of Judah teach us about facing our sins?

58.   Reflect on the promises of Proverbs 28: 13.



a. What is often our first response when faced with our sins?



b. How should we respond when faced with our sins?



i. 1 John 1:9




ii. James 5: 16-20




iii. 2 Corinthians 7: 10-11



c. To whom should we confess our sins?



d. How public should our confession of sins be?

59.   Read Jeremiah 17: 5-8.



a. How can this passage be applied  to each of the people we have encountered in this 
story?



b. Apply it to us.

60.   Read Jeremiah 29: 11.



a. How can we see that God planned good for both Judah and Tamar in difficult 
situations?



b. What reassurance should this give us?

61.   Reflect in the title of this lesson. How would you describe Tamar after having studied her story?

62.   What do you consider the most remarkable thing you have learned about Tamar? How will you apply this in your life?
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